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TEMPORARY APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS

PURPOSE: This instruction sets forth the policy on the temporary approval of
free and reduced price meal applications.

SCOPE: School food authorities participating in the National School Lunch
Program and School Breakfast Program.

DESCRIPTION: Schools should approve an application as temporary if a household
indicates on their application, or otherwise, that there is a temporary
reduction in income or no income.  The following types of economic
situations would warrant a temporary application:

a. Seasonal unemployment;
b. temporary layoffs;
c. strikes (voluntary work stoppage);
d. temporary usage of public assistance (in

cases where the application specifies receipt of public
assistance for a limited time);

e. zero income, for whatever reason.
f. temporary disability

Temporary approvals should generally be for 45 days.  If the approving official knows for
certain that the economic situation is for a longer or shorter period of time, the application
may be approved for the appropriate time period.

At the end of the temporary approval period, the school should contact the household to
determine their correct status.  If the household's income is still subject to change, a new
temporary approval should be issued.  If the household becomes ineligible as a result of the
change in income, the application should be marked as inactive and filed separately from the
active applications.  The SFA must attach to the application any additional written
information received from the household and/or enter the date and initial any information
received verbally from the household.

SOURCE: Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual            


